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leaves unanswered as to the relation of the pure
intelligence in us to the divine self-consciousness, by
making the life of God include and sustain the life of
all the intelligences of which He is the centre; so that,
instead of one solitary self-contemplative Being, we
have a world of spirits.

The opposite counterpart of this pure unchanging
heaven of intelligence is for Plotinus the material
world, a world of beings which have no substantial
permanence but are in perpetual flux from one mode
of existence to another. For that which here takes
the place of substance is matter, and that not the
ideal matter of the higher world which gives rise only
to differences that are transparent, but the baser
matter which is ever in essential difference from itself
and can never, except externally, be made one. This
matter is conceived, indeed, in the first instance, as
that which is purely receptive, which receives any
image but retains none, a mere substratum in which
one quality succeeds another without permanently
determining it as this rather than that. As realised
in such matter, the sensible world in a way repeats or
imitates the spiritual world and has in it an image or
semblance of each of its attributes. But the different
aspects which in the intelligible world are in perfect
unity with each other, become here separated aarcd
opposed. Thus a material body, has a kind of unity
through all its differences, but the unity is